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Package of Practices for Kaveri Bajra Cultivation

Soils:

« Sandyloam soils, Lightred/black soils and Medium Black soils of India.

o Welldrained sandy loam soils free from salinity or alkalinity are best suited for bajra cultivation

o Lowlying areas and waterlogged conditions should be avoided for bajra cultivation

Crop season and time of sowing:
Kharif - 25thMay-15thJuly
Postrainy - September—October
Summer - 15thJanuary - 15th April

Seed rate: 1.50 Kg/ac

Depth of sowing: 2.5-3.0cm

Method of Sowing:

« Three systems of pearl millet sowing are followed: (1) on aflat surface, or (2) using ridge and furrow system, or
(3) onabroad-bed and furrow system

Spacing:

o Lowrainfall areas : 50-60 cm (Row x Row) & 14 cm (Plantx Plant)

« Moderate to high rainfall areas : 45 cm (Row x Row) & 12 cm (Plantx Plant)

« Maintain optimum plant population of 60,000 to 72,000 /acre after 3 weeks of sowing

Nutrient management:
Rainfed : 20:15:0 Kg N*PK/acre depending upon fertility of soil
Assured rainfall area : 30:20:15 Kg N*P K/acre depending upon fertility of soil
* Nitrogen should be applied intwo splits, 50% at sowing and remaining 50% after 3 weeks of sowing
For effective fertilizer doses follow the guideline from your respective SAU.

Pests and Diseases:

o Downy mildew - foliar spray of Metalaxyl 100 ppm (25 WP), uproot and burn the affected plants to control this
disease

« Shootfly - Unlike diseases the problem of insect pests in bajra is less but sometimes shoot fly is seen. Larvae
cut the growing point causing “dead heart” during the seedling stage whereas in advance stage, they feed on
ear heads and cut down panicles. Infestation is more on late sown crop. Best way to control is to sow the crop
with the onset of the monsoon or latest within 10-15 days of first shower of monsoon.

Weed control:

« Twomanual weeding's with 2 intercultural operations at 21 and 30 days after sowing

No costinputs:
Apply FYM 3 weeks before sowing
Irrigate the crop attillering, spike emergence and grain filling stages under irrigated bajra

General problems encountered in season and its solution:

Poor germination:

o Lackof sufficient moisture: Sowing should be carried out under sufficient soil moisture.

« Heavy rain after sowing: Proper drainage should be arranged.

« Waterlogging: Seeds should be sown in well-drained soil. Proper drainage should be arranged.

« Deep sowing of seeds: Seed should be sown atadepthof2.5t0 3.0 cm.

o Crustformation—very lightirrigation can be provided

Poor seed set:

« Heavy rains and high temperature coupled with heat waves are detrimental during stigma emergence and
anthesis resulting in poor seed set.

« Lackof sufficient pollen availability in and around bajra crop.

Tip Sterility:

« Heatand moisture stress at the time of flowering and grain development stage.

Note:

« ltisadvisedto approachthe nearest KVK or Agril. Dept or Agril. Univ. scientist to take appropriate measures.

« Goodyield can be expected under optimum management and favourable climatic conditions.
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